The mission of Great Expectations is to motivate, inspire, and challenge individuals to achieve excellence in
learning and living.
Great Expectations is a bridge to implementation of the Common Core State Standards. Since 1991, Great Expectations training
has focused on High Expectations, Rich and Focused Instruction, Critical Thinking Skills and Success for All Students. The Great
Expectations 17 Classroom Practices are a strong foundation for the application of the Common Core Standards.

Great Expectations is the HOW to meet the expectations of the Common Core State Standards
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GE Practices:

CCS Standards:





Focus on results rather than means



Teachers are free to use tools, knowledge,
professional judgment, and experience in
meeting goals



Leave room for teachers, curriculum
developers, and states to determine how
those goals should be reached and what
additional topics should be addressed.

Focus on success for all students
GE Practices-1, 3, 6, 9, 14, 15

Focus on Instructional
Practices

GE Tenets:


Teacher Knowledge and Skill



Teacher Attitude and Responsibility



All Children Can Learn

CCS Standards:

GE Practices:


# 1 Teacher Model Literacy Integration



#2 Complete Sentences



#4 Lessons are Integrated



#7 Reading, Writing, and/or Recitation
Occurs Daily



# 8 Challenging Genre



# 8 Vocabulary



#11 Word Identification Skills

Cross-disciplinary
literacy and shared
responsibility for
literacy development



(6-12) RH 1-10; RST 1-10; WHST 1-10



By reading texts in history/social studies, science, and other disciplines, students build a
foundation of knowledge in these fields that
will also give them the background to be better readers in all content areas.



Curriculum is intentionally and coherently
structured to develop rich content knowledge
within and across grades.



Acquire habits of reading independently and
closely, which are essential to their future success.
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GE Practices:

CCS Standards:



# 5 Critical Thinking skills are taught





Demonstration of complex thinking and
evaluation of complex text

# 3 Teach whole group to mastery



# 8 Enriched vocabulary is evident and
is drawn directly from challenging
writings and/or wisdom literature



Teacher monitors and directs students in their
thinking and learning to develop metacognitive strategies



Conduct research projects to answer questions
and develop logical arguments



ELA classrooms must focus on literature
(stories, drama, and poetry) as well as
informational texts



Standards progression designed to enable
students to meet college and career readiness



# 4 Lessons are integrated, related to
the real world, reviewed consistently,
and connected to subsequent curricula



# 14 All students experience success
the teacher guarantees



# 15 Teachers do not limit students to
perceived abilities



# 10 Teachers provide feedback



# 15 Teacher teaches on his/her feet,
engaging students personally, holding
high expectations of students and self



# 3 Intensive and specific modifications
insure success

Life Applications and
Strategic Alignment
of Standards

 Students acquire habits of reading
independently and closely – essential to future
success.

Great Expectations is the HOW to meet the expectations of the Common Core State Standards
www.greatexpectations.org & http://corestandards.org

The mission of Great Expectations is to motivate, inspire, and challenge individuals to achieve excellence in
learning and living.
GE Practices:

CCS Standards:





(K-12) SL 1-6



Prepare for and participate effectively in a
range of conversations and collaborations with
diverse partners



Require students to develop a range of broadly
useful oral communication and interpersonal
skills.



Students must learn to work together, express
and listen carefully to ideas, integrate
information from oral, visual, quantitative, and
media sources



Students evaluate what they hear, use media
and visual displays strategically to help achieve
communicative purposes, and adapt speech to
context and task.





# 2 Students and teachers speak in
complete sentences and address one
another by name, mutual respect and
common courtesy
# 1 Teachers model desired behaviors
and attitudes – use of Life Principles &
Eight Expectations for Living
#5 Critical Thinking Skills are Taught



# 6 A non-threatening environment,
conducing to risk-taking; students
learn from their mistakes



#7 Exuberant recitations encouraged
regularly



# 8 Enriched Vocabulary used



# 16 Students greet visitors and make
them feel welcome and comfortable



# 17 Teacher and students celebrate
the successes of others

Speaking and
Listening Standards
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GE Practices:

CCS Standards:



#1 Teacher models desired behaviors
and attitudes





Reading: (K-12) RL 1-10; RI 1-10
Writing: (K-12) W 1-10
Language: (K-12) L 1-6



#2 Students and teachers speak to one
another in complete sentences





Students comprehend and evaluate complex
texts across disciplines – making an increased
number of connections between texts

#3 Students are taught as a whole
group with intensive modifications
insuring success for all



Students independently assimilate another’s
ideas while forming their own, reasoning
based on textual evidence



Staircase of reading complexity is evident
(Standard 10) as students progress from grade
to grade - 70% of students’ reading is
informational text by grade 12



Standard 9 – Reading & Writing interwoven by
causing students to draw on evidence from
Informational and literary texts



Students interact with several types of writing,
all will engage in argument, informational/
expository, narrative and research every year



Rules of language usage and vocabulary
acquisition is critical for students flexibility in
written and oral expression





Reading, Writing and
Language Standards

#4 Lessons are integrated, related to
the real world, and connected to
subsequent curricula
#5 Critical Thinking Skills: analysis,
justification, rational, analogies, and
metaphors



#7 Memory work, recitations, and/or
writing occur daily



#8 Enriched vocabulary is evident and
is drawn from a variety of genre



# 11 Word Identification skills expand
the use of the English language
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GE Practices:

CCS Standards:





Standards stress conceptual understanding of
key ideas by continually returning to
organizing principles



Student expectation to explain the rules of
mathematics – not just the mnemonic device
used to get to the right answer



Standards for Mathematical Practice rest on
important “processes and proficiencies” –
problem-solving, reasoning and proof,
communication, representation and
connections
o See Practices 1-8



Strands of mathematical proficiency – adaptive
reasoning, strategic competence, conceptual
understanding, procedural fluency, and
productive disposition



Reason abstractly and quantitatively



A balanced combination of procedure and
understanding.




#1 Teacher models desired behaviors
and attitudes
#3 Students are taught as a whole
group, thoroughly and to mastery
Lessons are integrated, related to real
world, reviewed consistently, and
connected to subsequent curricula



# 5 Critical Thinking Skills are taught



#6 A non-threatening environment,
conducive to risk-taking, is evident.
Mistakes are okay.



#8 Enriched vocabulary is evident and
drawn from (mathematics) genre



#15 Teacher holds high expectations of
students



#17 Teachers and students celebrate
the successes of others

Mathematical
Practices and
Standards
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