
 

 
A shepherd-boy, who watched a flock of sheep near a village, brought out the villagers three or four 
times by crying out, "Wolf! Wolf!" and when his neighbors came to help him, laughed at them for 
their pains. 
     The Wolf, however, did truly come at last. The Shepherd-boy, now really alarmed, shouted in an 
agony  of terror: "Pray, do come and help me; the Wolf is killing the sheep"; but no one paid any 
heed  to his cries, nor rendered any assistance. The Wolf, having no cause of fear, at his leisure 
lacerated  or destroyed the whole flock. 
 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf  - background                             The Boy Who Cried Wolf  10:49 min.  Story expanded with text  
 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf  - audio version, pdf, and activity                  ESL Printable Materials   All Ages   
 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf Discussion Guide  3rd – 7th                Honesty Fable Choice Worksheet 
  
The Boy Who Cried Wolf - Modern Teen Version  7:14 min.                 Life Principle Choice Worksheet 
 

Life Principle: Honesty 
The Boy Who Cried Wolf –Aesop 

 

 
Step 1:  Question Focus:  “Honesty” 

 
Question Focus Technique Instructions   

 
 

 
Step 3:  Improve the Questions. 

 
1) Identify open and closed-ended questions. 
2) Change questions: select one question to 

change from open to closed-ended and one 
closed question to open-ended. 

Example:  Closed to open 
      
What was the boy’s response when the neighbors 

came to help? 
 

     What are some possible responses between the 
boy and the neighbors after each false alarm? 

 
Step 2:  Produce Questions. 

 
Rules for producing questions: 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
2. Change any statements into questions. 
3. Write down every question exactly as stated. 
4. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions. 
 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/agony
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/heed
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/lacerated
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Boy_Who_Cried_Wolf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9a5JEkstkN0
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/35/aesops-fables/375/the-boy-who-cried-wolf/
http://www.eslprintables.com/reading_worksheets/tales_and_stories/the_boy_who_cried_wolf/
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp?id=32391
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQno6hKtV-Y
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/honesty/Honesty Fable Choice Worksheet .pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/honesty/Life Principle Choice Worksheet .pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/the-question-formulation-technique


Step 4: Prioritize questions.  Identify 2-3 that are the most 
important.  Be able to share a rationale for your choices. 

Critical Thinking Questions: 
1.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Step 5:  Determine how questions are going to be used: 
(Evidence of Learning) 

i.e. research project, real life application,
assessment creation, discussion, written report, 

visual representation, oral presentation, etc.   
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

• Lesson on Fables -  lesson plan for Grade 7 English Language
Arts – maybe adapted for other grade levels

• 19 Everyday Expressions That Came from Aesop

• Lesson Plans for Teaching Aesop's Fables  - includes a wide
variety of resources for teaching Aesop’s Fables.

 

Step 6:  Reflection 
What do the characteristics of 

honesty look like for me? 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 

http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/General%20Learning%20Strategies.pdf
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58530/19-everyday-expressions-came-aesop
http://www.varsitytutors.com/englishteacher/aesop.html
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