
 

An aging king, with no child or heir and desperate to find his successor, issued a challenge to his kingdom. Ruling over a kingdom 
would take wisdom, commitment, and integrity.  Ten boys were selected to take a test of their ability.  Each boy was supplied seeds 
and commanded to plant and care for the seeds for 6 weeks.  At the end of this time, the king would select a suitable replacement.   
 
Each boy carefully planted and cared for the seeds.  The kingdom anxiously awaited the day the plants would be revealed. 
On the last day of the 6th week, the king called his subjects to gather around him for the selection process.  All ten boys were 
present.  As the king looked upon the display, he was dismayed to see the variety of prosperous plants flowing from nine of the pots.  
One pot was different.  One boy stood, head bowed and dejected, holding an empty pot.  This intrigued the king.  
 
As the king approached the boy a tear ran from the boy’s eye.  The king spoke softly.  “You have an empty pot.  Can you explain 
this to me?”  The boy replied, “Your Majesty, I tried my best but the seeds would not grow.”  The king smiled! He spoke to the 
people with joy!  “I have found my successor.  It will take wisdom, commitment, and integrity to lead this kingdom and this boy has 
spoken the truth.  None of the seeds would grow because all the seeds were boiled and could not sprout.  This boy has integrity and 
will lead this kingdom well!” 
"The Empty Pot"  video  3:36 min.   

Life Principle: Integrity 
The Boiled Seed Cannot Sprout 

 

 
Brainstorm Questions 

Who?_____________________________
________________________________ 

When?____________________________
________________________________ 

Where?____________________________
________________________________ 

What?____________________________
________________________________ 

Why?_____________________________
________________________________ 

 
Critical Thinking Questions: 
1._______________________________________                
________________________________________ 
 

2._______________________________________ 

________________________________________ 
 

3._______________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

Moral of the Story:________________________ 
________________________________________ 
________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvRbPr6MqjI


 

 
  CELEBRATION!   GE CELEBRATION DVD 

 

Enriched Vocabulary: 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 

Example of INTEGRITY     (Picture or 2-3 sentences) 

Life Principle Words 
 

_________________________    ________________________ 
 
_________________________    ________________________ 

Lexicon 
Word & Definition: 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
 
Step the Word: 
 
 
 
 
 
Synonym: 
 
 
 
 
Illustration: 

http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/Celebration_Resource.pdf
https://squareup.com/market/great-expectations/ge-celebration-dvd
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