
 

One fine day it occurred to the Members of the Body that they were doing all the work and the Belly was having all the 
food. So they held a meeting, and after a long discussion, decided to strike work till the Belly consented to take its 
proper share of the work. So for a day or two, the Hands refused to take the food, the Mouth refused to receive it, and 
the Teeth had no work to do. But after a day or two the Members began to find that they themselves were not in a very 
active condition; the whole Body quickly became debilitated: the Hands could hardly move, and the Mouth was all 
parched and dry, while the Legs were unable to support the rest. So thus they found that even the Belly in its dull 
quiet way was doing necessary work for the Body, and that all must work together or the Body will go to pieces. 
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Life Principle: COOPERATION 
THE BELLY AND THE MEMBERS - Aesop's Fable 

 
 

 

Step 1:  Question Focus: “Cooperation” 
 

Question Focus Technique Resource  
-- A Cooperative Learning Strategy  

 
 

 
Step 3:  Improve the Questions. 

 
1) Identify open and closed-ended questions. 
2) Change questions: select one question to 

change from open to closed-ended and one 
closed question to open-ended. 

Example:  Closed to open 
      
What part of the body did its members think wasn't 

doing any work? 
      
Why do you think the body parts believed the belly 

wasn't doing any work? 
 

 
Step 2:  Produce Questions. 

 
Rules for producing questions: 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
2. Change any statements into questions. 
3. Write down every question exactly as stated. 
4. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions. 
 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/debilitated
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/parched
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-UhnAeecCw
http://www.mainlesson.com/display.php?author=guerber&book=romans&story=stomach
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/35/aesops-fables/373/the-belly-and-the-members/
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/The%20Question%20Formulation%20Technique.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/cooperation/Cooperation%20Choice%20Worksheet.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/cooperation/Fable%20Belly%20and%20Members%20Choice%20Worksheet%20.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/cooperation/Member%20of%20the%20Body%20Balloon%20Race%20Activity.pdf


Step 4: Prioritize questions.  Identify 2-3 that are the most 
important.  Be able to share a rationale for your choices. 

Critical Thinking Questions: 
1.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Step 5:  Determine how questions are going to be used: 
(Evidence of Learning) 

i.e. research project, real life application,
assessment creation, discussion, written report, 

visual representation, oral presentation, etc.   
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

• Lesson on Fables -  lesson plan for Grade 7 English Language
Arts – maybe adapted for other grade levels

• 19 Everyday Expressions That Came from Aesop

• Lesson Plans for Teaching Aesop's Fables  - includes a wide
variety of resources for teaching Aesop’s Fables.

 

Step 6:  Reflection 
What do the characteristics of 
cooperation look like for me? 

________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 

http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp_common/General%20Learning%20Strategies.pdf
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58530/19-everyday-expressions-came-aesop
http://www.varsitytutors.com/englishteacher/aesop.html
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