
 

 
Son of Daedalus who dared to fly too near the sun on wings of feathers and wax. Daedalus had been 
imprisoned by King Minos of Crete within the walls of his own invention, the Labyrinth. But the great 
craftsman's genius would not suffer captivity. He made two pairs of wings by adhering feathers to a 
wooden frame with wax. Giving one pair to his son, he cautioned him that flying too near the sun would 
cause the wax to melt. But Icarus became ecstatic with the ability to fly and forgot his father's warning. The 
feathers came loose, and Icarus plunged to his death in the sea. 
Icarus and Daedalus – printable  
The Boy Who Flew Too High  - 6:47 min.      Daedalus and Icarus – 4:10 min. - 4-12th  
Children's Video on Daedulus and His Son, Icarus -  4:12 min. – lower elementary  
Icarus Choice Worksheet                  Choice Life Principle Worksheet                                                               
                                                                                                         
 

 
 
 

   
        
     
 
 
   
 
 

Life Principle: Curiosity 
Myth:   The Story of Icarus 

 

 

Step 1:  Question Focus: “Cooperation” 
                    Question Formulation Technique 

-- A Cooperative Learning Strategy  

 
 

Step 3:  Improve the Questions. 
 

1) Identify open and closed-ended questions. 
2) Change questions: select one question to 

change from open to closed-ended and one 
closed question to open-ended. 

Example:  Closed to open 
      

How did the story end? 
      

How might the story be different if Icarus had 
obeyed his father instead of trying to satisfy his 

curiosity? 
 

The Power of Effective Questioning    5:35 min 
 

 
Step 2:  Produce Questions. 

 
Rules for producing questions: 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 
2. Change any statements into questions. 
3. Write down every question exactly as stated. 
4. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the 

questions. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2DQ-98Bqazg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yp_igX-sDs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7W1TZ16W-3k
http://www.greatexpectations.org/the-question-formulation-technique
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dO0dO__wmE
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/curiosity/Icarus%20and%20Daedalus.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/curiosity/Icarus%20Choice%20Wkst%20.pdf
http://www.greatexpectations.org/Websites/greatexpectations/images/pdf/lp/curiosity/Choice%20LP%20Curiosity%20Wkst%20.pdf


 

 
Step 4: Prioritize questions.  Identify 2-3 that are the most 
important.  Be able to share a rationale for your choices. 
 
Critical Thinking Questions: 
1.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
2.________________________________________
_________________________________________
3.________________________________________
_________________________________________ 

Step 5:  Determine how questions are going to be used: 
(Evidence of Learning) 

i.e. research project, real life application,  
assessment creation, discussion, written report,  

visual representation, oral presentation, etc.   
_________________________________________
_________________________________________ 
 

• Library of Congress Aesop Fables  - Includes some Interactive 
versions of Aesop Fables 

• Learning Strategies   - adaptable for all subject  
• 19 Everyday Expressions That Came from Aesop       
• Teaching Tips from Mythweb  - Suggested activities in the class 
• More Teaching Tips for Myths  

 

Step 6:  Reflection 
What do the characteristics of this 

life principle look like for me? 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________
________________________ 
 
 
 

http://read.gov/aesop/001.html
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uhxBGDtQp7t2EY1Nod8N1lrlx9NiJiOFCTIjFl7yK1Y
http://mentalfloss.com/article/58530/19-everyday-expressions-came-aesop
http://mythweb.com/teachers/tips/tips.html
http://mythweb.com/teachers/tips/moretips.html
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